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H E Court is * often 80 90 by a fort of Men, who 
Adviſe for themſelves rather then Counſel their Ma- 
ſter; they anſwer their own Sentiments, and not 
1 his Demands. All their Reſülts ilſue from the in- 
2 Part, Intereſt always carries it with them beyond Ho- 
nor or Reaſon ; and being ſenſible of no ſtronger Temptation 
in their Souls than that of Gain, they ground their Opinions 
on the ſame Baſeneſs, and on the ſame mean Conſi derations, 
| rh a amet or Receiver would do, were he ſeated 1 in the 
Py me 
1 Let the e Ship which carries then Periſh, if it will, and let 
| the Publick run the Hazard; they eaſil Comfort chemſelves 
for the Shipwrach of the State, ot there bebile a Ski, in which 


they may gain the Shore, and ſecure their on Families. 

Senden it cannot be abſolutely ſaid, That theſe Men 
Have ill Defigns againſt the State, or that they deſire its Ruine; 
1 Re only ito themſelves their frſk and moſt tender 
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than a Centmel that ſays nothing; And that they are as 


. 


Alections, and excepting their own Intereſt, I beleieve their 


Maſter's would be very Dear unto them But the Miſchief is, 
that they are never abſent from their Ixterefft, no more than 
from themſelves, and this always renders them fo Irreſolute, 
that they have not Courage enough to utter a Bold Truth, if it 
be never ſo little Dangerous to the Eſtabliſhment of their For- 


tue, altho* moſt Important for their Maſter's Service. 


A moſt wretched and miſerable Prudence ! They conſider 


not that a Spy,wwho gives Intelligence, 1s not more Miſchievou 85 


| anne e as well 
the cauſe of the Prince's Loſs by their Silence, as others by their 


Treachery. They conſider not, that by leaving him to that 


Danger, whence they could withdraw him, they do no leſs 
contribute to his Ruine, than thoſe who Drive and Precipitate 


him into it. They perceive not, that Diſloyalty doth no hurt, 


which Weakneſs is not as capable to perform. 


What they do therefore, is not to Reign, is not to Conquer, | 


is not to Triumph; Tis only to Live; and that alſo after a 
ſttrange Manner. Tis to ſpend the Time from Morning till the | 


Afternoon, and ſo Drill on till the next Day. Their Govern- 
ment is neither Peace nor War, nor a Truce; *Tis a Reft of I. 


dleneſs. tis a Dead Sleep, which by Artifice they procure for 


the People, and which is neither Good nor Natural. = 
They know not how to Cure, but only how to Paint the 


Sick, and make them Look well. They would reclaim Rebel. 
lion by Careſſes, and they Glut it with Benefits and Gratificati- 


ons; but thereby they render 1t more Powerful, and not one 
jot th: better; They encreaſe its Force, but not diminiſh its 


Alalice. They ſometimes take from it ſome Men which are to 
be Sold; and ſuch Advantages as ſignify nothing; And the 
do not conſider, That it is to Cultivate Diſorder thus holy 
to Touch its Branches and its Buds, and not to put the Hu to 
the Body and to the Rot. | . 


Thus they oblige the Prince to | deſcend from his Throne, to 


Treat with his Subjects; Of a Sovereign they make a private 


Aan, and of a Legiſlator an Advocate. By this Breath they 
throw don the 15 


artition-Wall, which ſeperates Him from tlie 


Frople, and change Homer into Equality. The Guilty aſcend the 
Tribunal, and Deliberate concerning their own Fact with the 
Judge; They name the Place of the Confererce, and it is Ac. 


cepted; 


cepted; They chooſe for this Parley ſuch Perſons as They moſt 


.- . _ -confide in, and they are Granted them; and there they ſpeak 


not a word either of Grace or of Pardon, for ſuch Terms would 
ſeem too Rough, and would ſound too Harſh in their Ears: But 


the Offended Maſter ſolemnly Declares, That all was done 


for the good of his Service, and thinks himſelf Beholding ts 
thoſe unfaithful Servants for the Injuries they have done him. 

In fine, the Deſign of theſe Men being only to Diſmiſs the 
Multitude, and to drvde the Allies at any rate, they Grant them 


more than they Demand, they are Prodigal of the Poblick 


Faith, they Huſband not the King's Name; And after this 

manner they bring him to the brink of two Extremities equal- 
ly Dangerous: For whether it be, that he will keep his Word 
to the Ruine of his Affairs, or Eſtablith his Affairs by the Vio- 
lation of his Word, he is ſtill reduc'd to a moſt Deplorable 


Choice, either to hazard his State by being Faithful, or to For- 


feit his Honour that he may continue King. 
Such Minifters have caus'd the end of two Empires, have loſt 
Rome and Conſtantinople by the fatal faintneſs of their Counſels , 
They open'd the Door to all the Barbarians, they ſnametully 
Purchas d Peace from the Goths, the Vandals, and other Mor- 


' thern Nations; They made no Account of the Diſhonour of the 


Empire and of the Infamy of the Roman Name, provided they 
might by the Sweetneſs of the Word Correct the -Bitterneſs of 
the Thing; as when they paid Tribute to their Enemies, they 
might be permitted to Pf „they gave a Penfion to their Allies. 
Fet let us not Agravate their Guilt, but rather Pardon them 
in ſome meaſure, and not Accuſe them of Treaſon. I believe they 
would not ſell and deliver up their Mafter, but they are not 
Angry that the World ſhould know they Can do it. On ſome 
Occaſions they make no Difficulty of ſetting a Price upon him, 
they ſuffer him to be Trafic#d for; They afford the Merchants 
even ſome Patterns, altho' they will part with the whole Piece. 
Tis a Maxim of theirs, That one may ſometimes Diceive the 
Prince for his own Good; But the Miſchief is, That they do 
it too often, and all for their own Ends. | 
Tiis true, the Sultilty of the Underſtanding, the Suliditv af 
Judgment, a couragicus Þ; ndence, and a conſiderate Beldnefs. 
Are not voluntary Things; They depend no more on our AH 
on, than a Healthy Conſtitution or a fair P oportiom. We 
Reſponſible for ow on Fauits, * not for thoſe of A. 


1 


n | | 
"There is no Man bound to be of Great Parts, yet there is 
none but is oblig d to be Good: And if we cannot for the 
Glory. of the Publick, furniſh our ſelves with Caurege and with 
iſdom, we ought at leaſt to contribute our  Hmocence for the 


| Repoſe of Common Society. 


Dtn NGA Bobo 59! 
What ſhall we ſay then of theſe inſolent Sons of Fortune, 


who with diſplaid Colours Combat the Authority of the Laws 
and of Juſtice, who in the Government of a State produce a 


form'd Deſign for its Ruine; who grow. Fat with the Juice and 


Subſtance of exhauſted Provinces; who Build up their own 
Honſe with the Wrack and Dilpton of a whole Kingdom? 
What ſhall we ſay of thoſe i 


who Declare all thoſe Guilty of High Treaſon, that do not fali 
proſtrate befere them; whoby a Bloody and Cruel Peace, all 


Black with ef and Funerals, bring the People into | 
e Honeſter Sort of Men to be unable to 


Deſparr, and reduce t 
ſave themſelves but in a Revolt? | 


In fine, What {hall we ſay of thoſe baſe Courtiers, who 
Triumph and yet were never Fictorious; who Enjoy in Mle- 
, meſs the Sweats and Pains of Great Captains; who at a Comedy 


or a Ball, or perhaps at a Teunis- Crurt; expect the News of 


gaining of Battles, and of taking of Towns, whereof the Ge- 
xeral muſt give them an Account, and of which they reckon to 


reap moſt of the Advantage. 


Obſerve them in an Antient and Modern H:/ffory, you will 
* find how all to them is Prey, how all is Plunder, how they 
feed on all Dead Bodies, (as the Saying was amonſt the R- 
mars) and leave nothing but Loſs and Afii@ion to deſolate Fa- 
milies, to Orphans and Viddoms. Let us once again conſult the 
long Experience of this old World, an Experience which enn 
braceth ſo many Ages and ſo many Countries. Let us from 
thence enquire more particularly concerning thoſe who have 
Govern'd the World in ſpight of it, and who have Rezgn'd 

without a Crown, without Right, and without Merit. 


Such People commonly introduce themſelves into Court b. 
low Means, by Sringing and by Flattery, the baſeſt of all Vices, 


and to Princes the moſt Pernicions. All their Deſign being to 
make pleaſing non, they enquire not whether they Ho- 


fit or Harm; ſo as they Pleaſe, it ſufficeth. And to Eſtabliſh 
the ſtrict Commerce which they Meditate with the Moe, 
EE 4: = they 


ufterable Varlets, who Revenge 
their leaſt Quarels with the Hands and Arms of their Malter, 
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they inſinuate themſelves into his Mind by the intelligence 


they endeavour tokeep with his Faſſons; and having once got 
Pofoien of his Mind, they ſeize on all the Averrues, and leave 


not ſo much as Entrance for his Confeſſor. How weak and ten- 


der ſoever his Inclinations may be to Evil, they Water it and 
Dreſs it with ſo much care, that preſently there Springs up a 


great Tree from a little Seed, and a violent opinated Halit from 


a light Diſpoſition. ay os * 
At firſt, they content themſelves to Breath in his Ears, 
that it is not neceſſary for a Prince to be ſo much an hone/t 


Man, that it is ſufficient he is not wicked; that he wou'd put 


himſelf to too much trouble to make himſelf belov'd, that he 


ought only to hinder his being hated , That ſolid and perpetu- 
al probity is too heavy and too difficult, but that its nage, which 
cChangeth not, hath the ſame ſplendor as the Original, and pro- 
duceth the ſame Effect That from time to time a vertuous 


Action, which may be of no great coft, being fitly perform'd, 


may ferve to maintain his Reputation. Thence they go fur- 


ther, and leave him not in ſo fair away; After having made 
him eſteem Good an indifferent thing, they make hun approve 


Evil reaſonable, they afford Vice the Colour of Vertne. 


Now fince in the whole World there is no good of ſo great 
uſe, and which ſo univerſally Communicates it ſelf as a good 


Prince, nor any Evil which diſperſeth it ſelf more, and proves 


more pernicious than an ii one ; tis plain that in all-the extent 


of human Juſtice, there are no Punithments great enough for 


thoſe Perſons who change this Good into Evil, and who cor- 
rupt ſo ſalutiferous and excellent a thing. They had far bet- 
ter have poiſoned all the Fells, and all the Fonmtaius of their 


Country ; ſhou'd they infect the very Rivers, Water might be 


gotten from elſewhere, Heaven it ſelf wou'd ſtill furniſh us 
with ſome Drops. But here of neceſſity we muſt drink, whe- 
ther it be Vater or Poiſon; and againſt thoſe Domeſtick Evils 


we are not permitted to uſe Foreign Remedies; we are oblig'd 


to continue miſerable by the Laws of our Neligion, and to obey 
Furies and Madmen, not only for Fear, but alſo for Conſci- 


ence- ſake. os 


For which Cauſe. fince the Perſons of Princes, whatever the 

be. ought to be Inviolable and Sacred, and that the Characters 

of God's Finger make an Imprethon, which we ought to Re- 
verence on what Matter ſoever it be Engraven : Let us ow 


| een 3 
Ml our hatred againft thoſe Flatterers, which caſt us into ſuch 
Miſeries without Redemption: Let us lay it on thoſe Evil 
Conncellors, who give us ill Princes, who. provoke Þmocents to 
Murder, and Murderers to burn Temples. 7 55 
Or if they meet with Natures, which are ſuſceptible of 
ſuch violent Paſſions, and which are in an equal Degree diſtant 
from Vice and from Vertue; if they light on ſoft ealy Princes, 
who are without Edge or Sting, and having no inclination to 
Evil, but are either ſo fond of their Eaſe, or ſo diffident of 
their own Abilitzes, that they throw all the weight of their Af. 
fairs upon their Favorites, *tis {till ſo much the worſe for the Sub. 
jects; for theſe Upſtarts abuſing the ſimplicity of their pliant 
Maſter; and taking the advantage which their Spirits hath over 
his, do Reign themſelves openly and without controul; and 
eſteemingit but as the Right and Title of their unjuſt Domini- 
on; to the weight of Tyranny they add the ſhame which ac- 
crues from ſuffering it from a particular Perſon. ' 
It cannot be imagin'd what,Wiles and Artifices they uſe to 
attain hereunto, and totally to Subject the Prince to themſelves; - 
Firſt, the Method 1s, to ſpur him a with Glory in the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of their Fortune; they give him to underſtand through 
ſeveral Speaking Trumpets, that his Predeceſſors, who were no- 
thing more Powerful than he, made ſome far greater Creatures 
of theirs. That its much better to raiſe ay new People, who 
have no Dependance, and who ſhall only hold from his Majeſty, 
than to uſe Perſons of good Birth and known Probity, whoſe AF. 
fections and Party are already made. That it concerns his 
Honour not to leave his Works Imperfe#, but to labour for their 
Embelliſoment after having eſtabliſſi d their Solidity. That he 
ought i them in a condition that they may not be Ruin'd 
but by Himſelf - And in fine, that he cannotabandon a Perſon 
that has been ſo dear to him, without condemning the Conduct 
of many Tears, and render a publick Teſtimony, either of his 
paſt Blindneſs, or preſent Fickleneſ. ; | 
 *Tiscertain, that having begun to love a thing for the love 
of it ſelf, time preſently adds our own Intereſt to the merit of 
the thing: The deſire we have the World ſhou'd believe that all 
our Elections are good, makes that Action become Neceſſary, 
Which at firſt was voluntary ; infomuch that what has been done 
againſt Reafon, being not to be juſtified but by Conſtaucy, we 
never think we have done anough ; and upon this belief which 
: | N 1 


—— 
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we have, tho we were refolv'd to diſcontinue our ¶edion. yet 
it ſeems we are oblig'd to defend our Judgment. 1 
Nov if theſe conſiderations can ſhake ſtable Minds, and. 
ſometimes make wiſe men ſail, we need not be aftonith'd, if 
they eaſily. overthrow a weak Prince, who makes uſe only of 
borrow'd Reaſon, and who will yield himſelf to be perſwaded 
by a very mean Eloquence, provided it favours his Inclma- 
Nos, [hs £4 Ta | 3 
And now he is engag'd in the making of this Subject whom 
he loves, Great; he ſpeaks of him no more, but as of his chief 
Enterprize and his nobleſt Aim; he is without minding it, be- 
come an Idolater, he adores what himſelf has made, and is like 
the Statuaries of Athens, who of their own Works made their 
Gods. His Thoughts which ſhou'd be rx ng tor Glory, 
and have no other Object but the Safety of his People, are all 
at an end in this gallant Deſign: He opens him his Coffers, and 
pours out Treaſures upon him, as well to ſpite others, as to 
benefit him. He has already conferr d on him all the conſide- 
frable Offices of his Kingdom, and all the Ornaments of his 
Crown: He hath nothing left to Siu him but his own Perſon, 
which at laſt he does with fo abſolute and entire a Refignation, 
that in the very Monaſteries there is not an Example of a Will 
more ſubjected, and more perfectly Renouncing it ſelf, =» 
Thus is the poor: Frince at the Mercy and Diſcretion of his 
Favorite, and beſides is ſo far engag d that there is hardly any 
way for him to releaſe himſeif; for the Conrtier has made all 
the World either his Zxeny, or ſuſpected that he might have 
none but himſelf to truſt to; and by having long had the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of Affairs, which he communicates with no Man, he alone 
being privy to all, becomes at lad a nce,ů Evil, which the 
Prince canndt be eaſily cui d off. 
Alter this manner, without ſtrikeing # ſtroke, or having 
ventuf d further than from the Palace to the Street, the Prince 
ſees himſelf miſerably fallen into another Man's Power, which 
is after the loſs of a Battle, the worſt thing that coud 
happen to him. The unhappy Moment, - which firſt en- 
d him tocammence his Affection, and to believe more thag 
ought, has reduc d him to æhis deplorable Extremity. And 
indeed there is no Contiuity ſo Miſerable, ſo Baſe, nor fo Infa- 
mous, as that of a Prince, who ſuffers himſelf to be taken in 
is Cabinet, and by one of his own Creatures, He cou'd not 
: | 1 „ „„ 


med his Servants to him, and to do good Oſſices with him, 


to ſee ſuch a Comrtier as he Who; Revokd the Elefrions of his 


\ 


(1e) 


1 ſhall go et farther, when a King Eats his People to 
the very Bones, and lives in his o Dominion as in an E. 
nemy's Country, : he does not ſo far Eſtrange himſelf from 
the Duty of his, Pl:ce, as when he Obeys another? Hifanny + . 
difiers very much from Royalty, yet ſtil. it reſembles it a 
great deal more than Servitude; tis at leaſt ſome kind of Go- 
vernment, and one Way of Commanding Men, tho not the 
moſt perfect. But for a Soverergn to give himſelf asa Prey to 

three or four petty Fellows, and not reſerve ſo much as the 
Diſpoſition of his own Will, to follow his own Inclinations, 
nor the Uſe of his own Judgment in the Knowledge of his 
Affairs; In ſuch a Caſe, I know not what Name to give him, 
and there cannot be a more miſerable Interregnim than his 
Life, during which he does nothing, and yet does all thoſe E- 
vi which happen to his People. 
What a brave thing it was in former times, to ſee a Rigg 
of Caſtille, who durſt not walk abroad, nor put on a Sute of 
Cloaths without the permiſſion of Alvaro de Luna? All Fa- 
vours which others Demanded of him, he was oblig'd to Ob- 
tain from his Favourite; the moſt he could do. was to Recom- 


for thoſe, he had x Kindneſs for. What à Gallant Thing it was 


Prince, Reſtor'd again thoſe Employments, which his Mafer had 
already given away; and took it as a great Affront that his 
Sovereign ſheuld once in his Life read a Paper which he Pre- 
ſented him to Sign, complaining that it was to Suſpect his 
Pidelit), and Forget his paſt Service.. 

How many Miſchiefs do you think muſt follow! ſuch a one? 
How many Violences are committed under the ſhaddow of 
this inſolent Comtier, who has not à Groom that believes 
it not to be his Right to Treat Gentlemen with Contempt, and 
by Alledging only his, Maſter's Name to commit Outrages 

with Impunity? Are there any People about him, who do not 
K upon the Subject, who: do not make Sale of an Audience 
. Wo and ho are not Cock-ſure of Enriching themſelves. 

Hol the Refuſe. of his Avarice, and withthe Superflufties of his 

| E. „ )) f TAROT EE nfo 


88 W 3 5 : 4 1 All. 
F * 3 Q ; 
- 5 - 


EF 


— * « 
> 1 . * * 6 7 « 
- & * 5 . 5 ® © we? - 
* . ; * * l -” 1 , 

- * 


All this while the Prince commits no Sin, and yet He for: 


bears not to be Guilty. His Ignorance is Unpardonable, his Pacts 


ence. is no Fer tue, and all the Diſorders which either he knows 
not of, or which he ſuffers, | are umputed to him before God 
event as if bimſelf had Commatted them. With a great deal 
* Rea ſen therefore, that. Prince who was according to God's 

own Heart, deſires him in expres Terms, and that in the 
Fervency of his moſt Ardent Prayers, That & would cleanſe 


him from ſecret Faults, and acquit bim of the Sins of others. Now. | 
does not this laſt Word plainly imply, That Kings onght not 


to content "themſelves with a perſonal and particular Inno- 
* cence, and that it matters not for them to be juſt as to their 


own Actions, if they loſe themſelves by the Injuſtice of their 


Miniſters. 4 | i A 
And here I cannot omit. an extraordinaty Rapture ex- 
Preſs'd to this purpoſe by a Religious Man of Italy, in a Ser- 
mon he Preach'd before a Prince of that Country, wherein 
having learnedly Diſcoursd of the Duties of Sovereigus, he 
albof a ſuddain breaks forth in theſe Words: Laſt Night, 


: WE Sir, I had a ſtrange Viſion ; Methought the Earth open'd 


before me, and I diſtinctly look'd into the Centure there: 
of. I conſider'd the Torments of rhe. other Life, and all 
< that terrible Train of God's Juſtice; ſince which my Ima- 
the paſt Ages, L knew .a great many of this. Detractors, 

© Murderers, "aint, lere and Hypocrites ran thither in great 
* Troops. and crowded at the brim of this Gulf; But having 
« obſerv'd in their Lives the viſible Marks of their Reprobatz- 
on, I thought it not ſtrange to ſee them Arrive whereto J had 


e gination is ſcarce well Reaſſüm' d. Amanft the Wicked of 
4 
CF 


: ſeen them.March.. What Aſtoniſh'd me extremely above all, 


E was, that I perceiv'd your Highneſs: there in this unhappy 
«'Throng, which was at the Brink of Deſtruction; And 
even asI was thus Snrpriz'd and Aﬀrighted-by-the Novel- 
©ty of. {o unexpected an Encounter, I cry'd out to your 
Higbneſs, Is it poſſible that a Man ſhould Damn himſelf by 
Prong id Ge, and. | 
ho are the Beff and moſt” Religions Prince in the World? 
_* Whereunto your Highneſs anſwer'd me with a Sigh, J BB 
not go, Father, but J am led thither, 


„ and that you thauld go to Hul? You, Sir. 


The 


Ihe Fertillty of this Subject is fo Great, that it would fur- 
niſh us with 'a Weeks Diſcourſe ; but we muſt end with this, 


and conclude, That the Diftance is ſo. vaſt between the Sove- 


raign and private Perſons, that "EY may he rais'd very high 
and yet be ſtill very far below him. Tis - that he Wo 
is nearcft the Prince ſhould be extremely diffant from him. 
*Tis fit there ſhould be many Things which the beſt Beloved 
WT e ee 
I confeſs after all, Juſtice may admit of Favour; For Rea- 
ſon deſtroys not Humanity, neither does it oppoſe its ſelf 
_ againſt honeſt Afectious, nor Condemns Familiarty and Confidence. 
Philoſophy end Chriſtianity agree in all theſe with Nature; and 
the Son of God when he made himſolf May, has by his Exam- 
ple Authoriz'd all this. Let there he a Favmirite therefore at 
Court, let there be a Man who is tlie Prince's Confident. But 
let jhere be none who Day and Night Beſegeth the King; wha 
by a violent Uſurpation Appropriates him wholly to. himſelf. 
He that will have to himſelf alone, a Good which onght to 
belong to all, exerciſeth the ſame Injuſtice as if he hid the 
Sur from the whole VVor lt. 0 3 
In ſhort, let there be none about the Prince, that will 
preſume to make a perfect YYard of him, or a meer Tool, to 
carry on his own Deſigns; For, what would be in Effect but 
to be at one and the ſame time at the bighe/f Riſe of human 
Things, and at the loweff Stage amongſt Men; to be call'd His 
Majs/fty and His Highneſs, and to be poſſeſsd of mothing but 
what is little and low; to need a Tutor on the Throne, and 
' 2 Pedagoguie in Council. %%% 85 
O God, ſend this Evil to theſe of Aſta. 
But we muſt ſpeak more like Chriſtiant, and more chari- 
tably. Let us Conclude wich a Prayer that Compehends 
Asa _ Europe, and Embrace the general Good of the whole 
Lord, tun away from all States, an Evil which isthe Cauſe of Jo 
many other Exils; Deny not to Sovereigns the Spirit of Command 
and Conduct; but give ow Underflanding enough to Counſel them» 
 felves well, or to chooſe their 17 65.7 they obe. 
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